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Luis Amaral named Retail Personality of Past 3 Decades  

Luis Amaral, CEO of Eurocash Group, has been named Retail Personality of the Past 3 

Decades by European Conferences United, the organiser of Poland & CEE Retail Summit, and 

announced by Professor Leszek Balcerowicz’s, the chairman of the Civil Development Forum 

foundation. The award was given during a gala preceding the Poland & CEE Retail Summit, 

which celebrated three decades of Professor Balcerowicz’s reforms in Poland.  

“This is a great honour for me,” says Luis Amaral, CEO of Eurocash Group. “Although this is a 

personal award, I see it as a token of appreciation for the entire Eurocash Group, especially our 

employees, partners and, last but not least, the owners of independent stores. I think that together 

we have changed the Polish retail landscape to a much greater degree than any other firm. Since 

the beginning of the 1990s, there had been a belief in Poland – shared by experts and the foreign 

chains entering the Polish market – that domestic retail would soon become dominated by large-

format stores, like in the West. I had a different view, however. I have always seen great potential in 

Polish entrepreneurs, in their persistence and will to act. That is when I decided with my team to 

build a company which would allow the owners of independent stores in Poland to successfully 

compete against the ever more aggressively growing large-format chains. After 20 years of hard 

work, small-format stores now constitute the largest segment of the Polish food market, which is 

unprecedented in Europe. However, it can increasingly often be heard, especially in recent years, 

that small shops in this country will disappear. Therefore, we are once again going against the tide, 

investing even more and creating more innovative and advanced solutions for them. We see today 

that independent entrepreneurs are running increasingly modern stores, while remaining close to 

their customers and offering them exactly what they need. Entrepreneurs and their employees gain 

access to education, know-how and, most importantly, digital tools and solutions that are much more 

advanced than those used by major centrally-managed chains. The coming years will bring us even 

more work, a gradual shift in consumer habits but also a decisive increase in the importance of new 

technologies. We are continuing to pursue our mission. I believe that thanks to our effort independent 

stores already today are better prepared for the future than any centralised chain,” adds Amaral.  

Three other awards were given out during the gala celebrating the three decades of economic 

freedom in Poland. Aside from Luis Amaral’s accolade, awards were also given in the categories 

“Retail Business of the Past 3 Decades,” “Manufacturing Business of the Past 3 Decades,” and 

“Retail Innovator of the Past 3 Decades.”  

Professor Leszek Balcerowicz congratulated Luis Amaral.  

 
*** 

Eurocash Group is the largest Polish business in the wholesale distribution of food products and in marketing 

support for independent Polish entrepreneurs in retail. The franchise and partner networks supported by 

Eurocash have 15 000 independent stores operating under brands such as abc, Groszek, Delikatesy Centrum, 

Lewiatan, Euro Sklep, Gama, Duży Ben, Kontigo.  

*** 

For more information, please visit www.grupaeurocash.pl or contact:  



 
   

 

 

 
Jan Domański 
Eurocash S.A. 
tel. (+48) 507 010 095 
Jan.Domanski@eurocash.pl 

Joanna Brewińska 
NBS Communications 
tel. (+48) 502 255 415 
jbrewinska@nbs.com.pl 

 

mailto:Jan.Domanski@eurocash.pl
mailto:jbrewinska@nbs.com.pl

